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English 1002C: Syllabus 
Sections 022 and 034 
Spring Semester, 1997 
Instructor: Michael Kuo 
J 60 2 
To Reach Me: My office is in Coleman 315G, and my office hour is 10:00 to 11 :00 on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. My office phone number is 6301 (voice mail), and 
you're welcome to call me at home at 348-5529 (dial "9" first if you're on campus). 
Course Objectives: This is a writing course designed to improve skills in critical 
thinking and analytical expression based on the reading of literary texts. Prerequisite: 
English 1001 C. 
Texts: Poetry: An Introduction 
The Story and Its Writer 
The Bedford Introduction to Drama 
Writing Essays about Literature 
Harbrace College Handbook 
Webster's Dictionary 
(These texts are available at the Textbook Library.) 
Copy Package at Copy-X of Charleston 
(This package is available at Copy-X, at 219 Lincoln Avenue, a block 
from campus. The price for the package will be under $15.00.) 
Attendance: Absence may factor into your grade if, as a result of absence, your 
participation in class is significantly diminished. If you are in danger of having your 
participation grade suffer as a result of absence, I will let you know, assuming you 
eventually show up so I can tell you. I expect to be notified of absences in advance. 
Late Work: You may turn in an assignment late once this semester, providing you 
arrange it with me in advance. 
Plagiarism: The English Department's official plagiarism statement is: "Any teacher who 
discovers an act of plagiarism--'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, 
and/ or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work' 
(Random House Dictionary of the English Language )--has the right and the responsibility 
to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate 
assignment of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of N C for the course, and to 
report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office." 
Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive 
academic accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability 
Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Grading 
Your final grade will be calculated on the basis of the following 70 points: 
Paper One, Due February 7: 10 Points 
Paper Two, Due February 28: 10 Points 
Paper Three, Due April 4: 15 Points 
Paper Four, Due May 5: 15 Points 
The paper assignments will be distributed well in advance of the due dates. For now, 
suffice it to say that Paper One will be three pages long, Paper Two will be four pages 
long, and Papers Three and Four will be 5-pagers. I will grade your papers on the basis of 
the English Department's "Standards for Evaluating Themes at Eastern Illinois 
University," which are virtually attached. 
Participation: 20 Points. Your participation grade will be made up of the following: 
5 Points: Preparing Class Minutes at least once-possibly twice--during the 
semester. You can photocopy the minutes--or, if you get them to me a day in 
advance of class, the English Department can reproduce them. Please see the 
sample attached to this syllabus for an example. 
5 Points: Your consistent and active involvement with class projects and 
discussions. 
10 Points: Your contributions to our List Serve (kuoeng-1). We will maintain 
an online discussion forum, and you must generate at least one one-page 
contribution to this forum every two weeks. 
At the end of the semester, I'll use the following scale for your final grade: 
67.5 to 75 points: A 
60 to 67 points: B 
52.5 to 59.5 points: C 
0 to 52 points: No Credit 
Everything on this syllabus, including the schedule 
below, is subject to change, providing we agree. The 
rules for changing the syllabus are half dictatorial and 
half democratic; I must vote 'yes' for a change, and 
more than half of you must vote 'yes.' That way, if you 
all decide to change my name to Mickey Mouse, it won't 
happen. Conversely, if I decide to make all your 
papers 20 pages long, it won't happen, either. Any 
changes will be posted to the syllabus on the 
Internet and distributed on paper. Though I will 
announce these changes when and if they occur, you are 
responsible for knowing about them. 
SCHEDULE 
MONDAY WE'.ONE'.SOAY FRIDAY 
JAN 13 JAN 15 JAN 17 
INTRODUCTION GET YOUR E-MAIL ACCT! MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
HEMINGWAY: MUST HA VE E-MAIL 
First Paragraph of For Whom ACCT! 
the Bell Tolls (CP x) 
MALRAUX: 
First Paragraph of Man's Fate 
(CPx) 
JAN20 JAN22 JAN24 
KING'S BIRTHDAY SHELLEY: SHAKESPEARE: 
NO CLASS "Author's Introduction" Act I, Scene 1, Lines 1-95 
to Frankenstein Much Ado About Nothing 
(CP xx-xx) (CP xx-xx) 
SAID: 
from Beginnings (CP xx - xx) 
JAN27 JAN29 JAN31 
HAWTHORNE: SHAKESPEARE: MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
"The Custom-House " "O for a Muse of Fire" 
(Intro. to The Scarlet Letter) (Prologue to Henry V) 
(CP xx-xx) (CP xx-xx) 
GOD: 
Genesis 1,2,3,4 
(CP xx-xx) 
FEB3 FEB5 FEB7 
PAPER ONE DUE 
MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 
URUGUAY ROUND: 
Introduction to GATT 
(CP xx-xx) 
FEBlO 
CARVER: 
"What We Talk about 
When We Talk about Love" 
(SAIW 243-252) 
FEB 17 
PERKINS GILMAN: 
"The Yellow Wallpaper" 
(SAIW 531-542) 
FEB24 
HOMER: 
Book!, Lines 1-24, The Odyssey 
VIRGIL: 
Book I, Lines 1-18, The Aeneid 
TWAIN: 
Chapter 1, Huckleberry Finn 
ANONYMOUS: 
"Western Wind" (P 25) 
FEB 12 
KIESLOWSKI: 
Red (film) 
FEB 19 
SEND AK: 
Where the Wilds Things Are 
(Library Reserve) 
FEB26 
WHITE: HAWTHORNE: 
HUGO: 
"Degrees of Gray 
in Phillipsburg" (CP xx) 
AI: 
''Twenty-Year Marriage" 
"Possessions" (CP xx - xx) 
FEB 14 
LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY 
NO CLASSES 
FEB21 
MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
FEB28 
PAPER TWO DUE 
"The Value ofNarrativity in the "Young Goodman Brown" BROTHERS GRIMM: 
Representation of Reality" (CP (SAJW 595 - 604) "Hansel and Gretel" (CP xx -
xx-xx) xx) 1---'-----------+---------------!··--'-·---··---------l 
MAR3 MARS MAR 7 
SYNGE: 
Playboy ofthe Western World 
(CP xx-xx) 
MARIO 
BEINEIX: 
Betty Blue (film) 
MAR17 
SPRING BREAK-----------------
MAR24 
SHELLEY: 
Frankenstein 
(CP xx-xx) 
MAR31 
KIESLOWSKI: 
Blue (film) 
MAR12 
STRAND: 
"The Continuous Life" (P 430) 
BERRYMAN: 
"Dream Song 14" (P 356) 
GOD: 
"Psalm 23" (CP xx) 
ZORDAN!: 
"What Big Is" (CP xx) 
MAR19 
MAR26 
SHELLEY: 
Frankenstein 
(CP xx-xx) 
APR2 
MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
MAR14 
NO CLASS 
(Payback for movie time) 
MAR21 
MAR28 
MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
APR4 
PAPER THREE DUE 
MONDAY \VEDNESDA Y FRIDAY 
GOULD: MORRISON: 
"Flaws in a Victorian Veil" from Plaving in the Dark (CP xx SAID: 
and "Dr. Down's Syndrome " -xx) "Knowledge and 
from The Panda's Thumb (CP TWAIN: Interpretation" from Covering 
xx -xx) "Fooling Poor Old Jim" from Islam (CP xx - xx) 
Huckleber[J!_ Finn (CP xx - xx) 
APR 7 APR9 APR 11 
KOVEL: BOWDEN: MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
"While You Were Sleeping" 
"Rosebud" (from Red Hunting (CP xx-xx) 
in the Promised Land) 
(CP xx-xx) 
-
,____ 
-- ·-
APR 14 APR 16 APR 18 
SPRINGSTEEN: WHITMAN: GINSBERG: 
"Youngstown" (CP xx) "America" 
BLAKE: from "Leaves of Grass " (CP xx-xx) 
from The Four Zoas (CP xx - (CP xx-xx) 
xx) 
APR21 APR23 APR25 
DUIGAN: FOR CHE: KERMODE: 
Romero (film) "The Colonel, " (P 207), "The from The Sense o[an Ending 
Visitor, " and "Return" (CP xx - (CP xx-xx) 
xx) PLATH: 
VALENZUELA: "Daddy" (P 410-12) 
"I'm Your Horse in the Night" 
(CP xx-xx) 
APR28 APR30 MAY2 
TENNYSON: JOYCE: MEET IN COMPUTER LAB 
"Ulysses" (P 431-2) Last Paragraph of "The Dead" 
YEATS: (SAIW725) 
"The Circus Animals' HEMINGWAY: 
Desertion" (CP xx) Last Sentence of Farewell to 
"The Second Coming" (P 448) Arms (CPxx) 
DICKINSON: Last Paragraph of For Whom 
"I Heard a Fly Buzz" (P 271) the Bell Tolls (CP xx) 
"Ample Make this Bed" (CP MACLEAN: 
xx) Last Paragraph of A River Runs 
Through It 
MAY5 MAY7 MAY9 
PAPER FOUR DUE 
FINALS WEEK------------------
-----·-----·-------'----·---··-··-----------'------------__j 
.. 
Note Regarding the Use of Computers : The computers do not 
open up a brave new world of excuses! Making back-up copies--on 
another disk and on paper-is therefore essential. If you hand in a 
disk that's missing the assignment (or includes only the "wrong 
version"), you must produce the file or the printed paper within one 
school day of me notifying you of the problem. 
